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CVE27/A16-3(1) U.S.S. SUWANNEE -

Serial 0/07 ¢/o Fleet Post Office,

CU N r l % 5 R [P San, Franclsco, Callf.,
DN | IAL 14 DEC 1943

From: The Commanding Officer.

fo: Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet.

Via: (1) Commander Task Group 53.6.

(2) Commander Task Force 53.
Subject: Action Reports.
Reference: Pacific Fleet Conf. ltr. 36CL-42,

Fightron Sixty Alrcraft Action Report #2 of 11/20/43.-/
Fightron Sixty Aircraft Action Report #3 of 11/21/43.-//
én Compron 60 Aircraft Action Report #I of 11/21/43.. 2,4
E) Compron 60 Aircraft Action Report #2 of 11/20/43.- 7 22,
él" Compron 60 Aircraft Action Report #3 of 11/20/43. -7 24
(% %ompron 60 Alrcraft Action Report #4 of 11/22/43, - /° 2/
! sompron 60 Report of Anti-Sub.Action b
o 3 ot 1%623/325 ¢ 359 lon by Airecraft ;
ompron teport of Anti-Sub.Action by Aircraft #2./7 42
y 68 This vessel took part in the GALVANIC operation as a
unit of Task Group 53.6. Operations in connection with alr support
of the Southern Attack Force and routine Combat Alr Patrols and
Anti-Submarine Patrols were conducted.

Enclosure: (A% Fightron Sixty Alreraft Action Report #l of 11/19/43.-/%

2. - Forwarded herewith as Enclosures are actlon reports
of attached alrcraft units, Other than these aircraft actlons
this vessel had no action with the enemy.

; g
F. W. McMAHON,

Copy to: Cominch
ComAirPac

[esare ]
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< DECLASSIFIED PER NND

BY EP

(a)

TRIEE
,NARA DATE 4/27/10

I. GENERAL

Unit Reporting___ VF=60

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

COBGIASS R D

(b) Based on or at__USS SUWANNEE off Tarawa(c) Report No.__1

i |
RESTRICTED
(Reclassify when \

filled out) \

(d) Date of Action_19 November 1943 (e) Take off: Time__2015 (GCT); Lat. 00° 16! N Long. 176° 00! E,

(f)

Mission

Combat air patrol over Task Force 53.

Il. OWN AIRCRAFT OFFICIALLY COVERED BY THIS REPORT.

(g) Time of Return _2245  (GCT)

(a)
TYPE

- NO. OF
SQUADRON |  sORTIES

(d)
NO. ENGAGING
ENEMY A/C

(e)
NO. ATTACK-
ING TARGET

(f)
BOMBS AND TORPEDOES
CARRIED (PER PLANE)

(g)
FUZE, SETTING

F6F-3

VF-60 | 8

4

I1l. OTHER U. S. OR ALLIED

AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATION.

TYRE SQUADRON NUMBER

BASE

TYPE SQUADRON NUMBER

BASE ]

IV. ENEMY AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED (By Own Aircraft Listed in 11 Only).

-

(b)
o NO.
OBSERVED

(c)
NO. ENGAGING
TYPE OWN A/C

(d)

(e)
TIME LOCATION OF
ENCOUNTERED

ENCOUNTER

(f)
BOMBS, TORPEDOES CARRIED;
GUNS OBSERVED

(g)
CAMOUFLgAGE AND
MARKING

" EMILY"

3 1

Lat,.00% 15! s,
o

(GCT)

3| Guns in hull abaft the

Long. 175° 10'E{ wings; tail stinger. |red balls on wings.

Muddy green color;

(GCT) ¢

(GCT)

(h)

(i) Weather and Clouds at Location of Encounter (s)_Scattered clouds, about .2 at 6,000 ft.; atmos

Apparent Enemy Mission(s)

Search,

clear

(j) Sun or Moon

Sun elevation 5

50

V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED OR\ DAMAGED IN AIR (By Own Aircraft Listed in Il Only).

(k) Visibility___Unlimited. {

e

TYPE
ENEMY A/C

(a)

(b) DESTROYED OR DAMAGED BY:

(c)

TYPE A/C SQUADRON

PILOT OR GUNNER

GUNS USED

WHERE HIT, ANGLE

(d)
DAMAGE
CLAIMED

"EMTLY"

F6F-3 |VF=-60

Lt.E.L. DASHIELL Jr.

.50 cal,

Qutb'd port engine,

Destroyed, |

11 above,

gz

ALLSET — MBD. BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO.. PATENTED
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Only gun fire which they observed came from within the hull, abaft the
winge.

ALLSET — MFD BY THE EGRY REGISTFR CO., PATENTED

| evev  wan barediize— | AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT S
VI. LOSS OR DAMAGE, COMBAT OR OPERATIONAL, OF O RAFT- (of those listed in- 11 only).. ..
- s CAUSE: TYPE ENEMY A/C B gx{gﬁ g 8 1 B idadrg (B offosilke.
TYPEOWNA/C | SQUADRON TYPE GUN, OR OPERATIONAL CAUSE R g i i L RENMARK
] —== |=m—c= | =ccmm e e mm | em e e = -~ None. i ‘
3 DECLASSIFIE
3 | ] ] -
4
-
6
7
8
9
10 W
1
12
13 “
14
VII. PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft listed in Il only; identify with planes listed in VI by Nos. at left). |
I:Iao). SQU;\bD)RON NAME, RAN(I?OR RATING C/(\TJ)SE CONDIT!OI&QER STATUS l
VIIl. RANGE, FUEL, AND AMMUNITION DATA "
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (g) TOTAL AMMUNITION EXPENDED, PLANES RETURNING
TYPE MILES MILES AV. HOURS AV. FUEL AV. FUEL
A/C ouT RETURN IN AIR LOADED CONSUMED NO. OF PLANES .30 .50 20MM MM.
F6F=3 58 58 23 250 gal, |150 gal, 4L 1,250
IX. COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at left). b
SPEED, CLIMB, Performances not comparable in this case, Pilots all observed that enemy
at various altitudes | opaft seemed extremely slow - their estimates ranging from 110 knots
TURNS (Ens. Gunnels) to 140 knots (Lt, Dashiell). But enemy pilot took no
DIVES evasive action, apparantly did not recognize our planes as hostile, and
CEILINGS hence was probably flying at his most economical cruising speeds All
RANGE pilots remarked that enemy craft looked extrez{:ely clean in d.esign'. They
PROTECTION noted a turret gun position Just aft of the wings, also a tail stinger,
e but observed no fire from either, No fire was observed from the bow,



d DECLASS RN

NND 96833 .
DY e NARA  DATE H/27/10 | AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

{OMIT THIS SHEET IF NO ATTACK WAS MADE)

X. ATTACK ON ENEMY SHIPS OR GROUND OBJECTIVES WN gk@wm

RESTRICTED
(Reclassnfy when

DEQUABSIEIEL

(a) Location of Target(s) (b) Time Over Target(s) GCT.
(c) Weather and Clouds Over Target
(d) Sun or Moon (e) Visibility

XI. TARGETS, RESULTS OF ATTACK.

pescuron o ARG Qe S oM otoed, B Tarer | AUTIREF | s

1
2
3
5
6
7
8

(g) RESULTS: (FOR SHIP TARGETS DRAW DIAGRAM, TOP OR SIDE VIEW OR BOTH, AS APPROPRIATE, SHOWING TYPE AND LOCATION OF HITS. FOR ALL TARGETS
GIVE LOCATION AND EFFECT OF HITS, WITH DIAGRAMS OR CHARTS WHERE DESIRABLE. DESCRIBE TARGETS FULLY IN (a), AND IN REPORTING DAMAGE OR
DESTRUCTION, IDENTIFY BY NUMBERS AT LEFT. USE ADDITIONAL SHEETS IF NECESSARY).

(h) Were Photographs Taken?______ Photographs of Damage, When Taken, Should Be Attached.

ALLSET — MFD BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO., PATENTED



DECLASSIFIED PER n
BY EP

. NARA DATE 4/27/10

RESTRICTED
(Reclassify when
filled out)

| AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

Xil. TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and C
at

ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY

OWN AIRCRAFT

Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception

Angles of Attack and
Their Effectiveness

Distance of Opening Fire

Defense Tactics and
Their Effectiveness

ENEMY AIRCRAFT

£ 9 m‘kné o w: T 7 o ;:-, a | “13. .
gﬁb&aa ¥ fugyﬂd E el free
following applicable items in check list . W€e iBhal i ary.)

Lieut. E. L. DASHIELL, Jr., USN, (1939), leading his division of
four planes in ganbat air patrol at 10 000 ft. over the base, received
a vector of 240° from FDO at 2130 (GcT}. He went out, climbing as
directed to 12,000 ft., followed by Ens, ®, B. GUNNELS, AVN, his wing
man; Ehs, J.D, SHEA, AVN, and Ens. G.C, WILSON, AVN, Bogey's height
was estimated at 7,000 ft. When they intercepted bogey, he was flying
at about 8,500 ft., slightly left of their course and on an opposite
course, approximately six miles away. Bogey made a 60° turn to the
r%fst and started away, Lieut., DASHIELL instructed fns. SHEA and Ens,

Method of Locating, Distance \WILSON to cross over and bracket bogey on the starboard side., With
Altihudes Ens. GUNNELS, Lieut, DASHIELL went in on the port side. As he went
Speeds into position to make his run, Lieut. DASHIELL passed across bogey's

Approach Tactics
Use of Cover, Deception
Angles of Attack

Distance of Opening Fire

Defensive Tactics

JOMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS
Own Weaknesses
Enemy Weaknesses
Offenswe Tactics, Own

, Enemy

Defensnve Tachcs Own

, Enemy

Flexible Gunnery, Own
Escort Tactics

Fighter Direction

Use of Radar

Night Fighting
Recognition, Aircraft

bow, He saw bogey flash a white light at him framn within the plane -
ev1dently an identification signal, indicating that bogey did not yet
recognize the F6F-3 as a hostile plane. Also he plainly saw the two
red discs on bogey's wingtips, identifying it as an enemy plane.
deut, DASHIELL began an overhead run, followed by Ens, GUNNELS, He
started firing about 1,200 ft. above the enemy, raking the pilot's
compartment and the motors with medlumrlong burst. The outboard

port motor immediately began to "trail white smoke, then burst into
flame, pouring out black smoke, as Lieut, DASHIELL pulled out and
elimbed into position for another run. Ens, GUNNELS went in after
him, firing until he was cdose in, and followed Lieut, DASHIELL in

fa left chandelle. Ens., SHEA was then in position for a high side
run, As he went in, the enemy fell into a steep spiral, then into

B vertical dive, Ens, SHEA fired at the tail stinger; and Ens.

=1

ATTACK
OWN TACTICS

Method of Locating Target

Approach to Target
Altitudes, Speeds
Approach
Dive
Release
Pull-Out
Dive Angle
Strafing
Retirement
Defensive Tactics

DEFENSE, ENEMY
Evasive Tactics, Ships
Concealment
Anti-aircraft
Searchlights

Night Fighter Tactics

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Bombing Tactics
Torpedo Tactics
Effectiveness of
Bombs, Torpedoes
Selection of Targets
Fuzing
Strafing Tactics
Defensive Tactics
Use of Radar
Reconnaissance
Photography
Briefing

LS(N, following him, also fired a short burst, All four pilots
aw the enemy strike the water in flames, saw the splash, then a
dge of foam and oil on the water,

When interrogated, the pilots were not aware that the plane
ieut, DASHIELL had shot down was an "Emily"/ Each pilot separately
escribed it as a four-motor flying boat with long, slender wings,
venly tapered both fore and aft, and rounded wingtips, Each re-
rked emphatically on the 31ngle fin and rudder which is charac-
eristic of this plane; and on the long hull, projecting well forward
f the wings. They also noted that it was an unusually large plane.
s. GUNNELS observed the non-rectractable floats projecting well forward
f the wings, near the wing tips. Ens, WILSON observed the
lean sweep of the hull, with its nearly invisible step. All four
ilots thought that the plane had parasol wings. But since they
ad gone into action assuming it was a "Mavis", and since the plane
hey described was in all other respects clearly identifiable as
'Emily", the Air Combat Information Officer felt that he was justified
identifying the plane definitely as "Emily"., With the exceptiocn
f Ens, SHEA, who was still doubtful, the pilots all agreed with
his identification when they were shown pictures of "Emily" recently
blished as a supplement to Pacific Fleet Air Operations Memoranda

A—lﬁ .

OPERATIONAL
Navigation
Homing
Rendezvous
Recognition, Ships
Communications
Flight Operations
Search and Tracking
Base Operations
Maintenance

'DECLASSIFIED

ALLSET — MFD BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO., PATENTED



~ DECLASSIFIED PER n
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NARA DATE ‘1/27/ 10

ARMAMENT

Guns, Gunsights

Turrets

X"I. MATERIAL DATA. (Comment freely on performance or sfita

Use additional sheets if

| AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

RESTRICTED
(Reclassify when
filled out)

In this engagement, which was extremely brief and efficiently

Ammu"“TiOH performed, there was no opportunity for a serious test of the F6F-3

s Y g plane and its equipment. All equipment functioned perfectly. The

Bomb Releases pilots were especially pleased with the smooth operation of their
COMMUNICATIONS high-frequency radio cammunications with Fighter Director.

Radio, Radar

Homing Devices
Visual Signals
Codes, Ciphers

RECOGNITION
IFF
Signals
Battle Lights
Procedures

PROTECTION
Armor; Points and Angles
of Fire Needing Further
Protection
Leak Proofing

~MERGENCY EQUIPMENT
Parachutes
Life Belts, Life Rafts
Safety Belts
Emergency Kits
Rations, First Aid

NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT
Compasses
Driftsights
Octants
Automatic Pilots
Charts
Field Lighting

INSTRUMENTS
Flight
Power Plant

OXYGEN SYSTEM

CAMOUFLAGE AND
DECEPTION DEVICES

STRUCTURE
Airframe
Control Surfaces
Control System
Dive Flaps
Landing Gear
Heating System
Flight Characteristics
At Various Loadings

POWER PLANT
Engines
Engine Accessories
Propellers
Lubricating System
Starters
Exhaust Dampers

HYDRAULIC SYSTEM
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM
Auxiliary Plant

Lights
FUEL SYSTEM
FLIGHT CLOTHING

MAINTENANCE

BASE FACILITIES

Plane Servxo g

APPROVKLYB

t

_ Lt(as), AVS USNR Lt.Car, H.O. FEILBACH, A-V(N), USNR,

SIGNATURE

n 2 -
RANK AND DUTY snGNATuREVummIdIng) Vi 6é RANK AND DUTY

ALLSET — MFD. BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO., PATENTED

DATE



| DECLASSIF N

| Sz T B  |AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT
I. GENERAL qu NFIDEN HIAL
(a) Unit Reporting VF-60 (b) Based on or at USS SUWANNEE off Tarawa (c) Report No. 2

o
(d) Date of Action_20 November 1943 (e) Take off: Time__ 1840  (GCT); LatOL” 20" Nu |ong 173° 15! E,

(f) Mission_CeAsPe; straffing ground targets on Bititu Island.  (g) Time of Return__2200 (GCT)

Il. OWN AIRCRAFT OFFICIALLY COVERED BY THIS REPORT.

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g)

NO. OF |NO ENGAGING| NO. ATTACK- BOMBS AND TORPEDOES
TYPE SQUADRON SORTIES ENEMY A/C | ING TARGET CARRIED (PER PLANE) FUZE, SETTING
F6F=-3 VF=60 12 ytan B 1 seena - -

I1l. OTHER U. S. OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATION.

TYPE SQUADRON NUMBER BASE TYPE SQUADRON NUMBER BASE

IV. ENEMY AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED (By Own Aircraft Listed in Il Only).

e | ool MBS acalfoe | BAIRNE
None (GET)
(GCT)
(GCT)
(GCT)

(h) Apparent Enemy Mission(s)

(i) Weather and Clouds at Location of Encounter(s)

(j) Sun or Moon (k) Visibility
V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED OR DAMAGED IN AIR (By Own Aircraft Listed in 11 Only).
fa) (b) DESTROYED OR DAMAGED BY: (c) DASGE
ENEMY A/C | TYPE A/C | SQUADRON PILOT OR GUNNER GUNS "USED WHERE HIT, ANGLE CLAIMED

ALLSET — MFD. BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO.. PATENTED E‘n c,/. /g) é r



DECLASS NN

NND 968133 : . RESTRICTED
U BYED N DR NATE | AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT B e

VI. LOSS OR DAMAGE, COMBAT OR OPERATIONAL, OF O

(c) & £ g (e
TYPEOWN A/C | SQUADRON |  rype AR o BecEbEISNAY Gnuse WHERE HIT, ANGLE
1 F6F=3 | VF=60 | .30 cal. AA gun Port wing, 4' from root| Une bullet hole.
2
3
4
-
6
7
8
9
10
1
12
13
14
VII. PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft listed in Il only; identify with planes listed in VI by Nos. at left).
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e)
NO. | SQUADRON NAME, RANK OR RATING CAUSE CONDITION OR STATUS
VIIl. RANGE, FUEL, AND AMMUNITION DATA
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g) TOTAL AMMUNITION EXPENDED, PLANES RETURNING
TYPE MILES MILES AV. HOURS AV. FUEL AV. FUEL
A/C ouT RETURN IN AIR LOADED CONSUMED NO. OF PLANES 30 .50 20MM MM.
_F6F=3 20 20 3 hr, 20 250 gal 185 gal ¥ 14,550
mine

IX. COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at left).
SPEED, CLIMB,

at various altitudes

No enemy aircraft encountered,

~ TURNS
DIVES
CEILINGS
RANGE
PROTECTION
ARMAMENT

ALLSET — MFD BY THE EGRY REGISTFR CO., PATENTED 7 ,



DECLASSIFIED PER
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TOeET T >

| AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

(OMIT THIS SHEET IF NO ATTACK WAS MADE)

X. ATTACK ON ENEMY SHIPS OR GROUND OBIJECTIVE

(a) Location of Target(s) North shore; guns on NW tip o

G

RESTRICTED
(Reclassify when
filled out)

| E""IN!TIA“L

itu 5' (b) Time Over Target(s) ) 2130 T

(c) Weather and Clouds Over Target

Scattered clouds, about .3, from 3,000 to 4,000 feet; clear,

(d) Sun or Moon

Sun; elevation about 55°.

XI. TARGETS, RESULTS OF ATTACK.

(e) Visibility

Unlimited.

(b} A/C ATTACKING

(a)
DESCRIPTION OF TARGET (List All Ships in
Group, Whether or Not Individually Attacked)

(d) BOMBS AND AMMUNITION

(e)
ALTITUDE OF

(f)

te) SQUADRON EXPENDED, EACH TARGET RELEASE HITS
t Personnel defending beaches against 12 500 to
landings by U. S, Marines, VF-60 3,600 rounds. | 1230049 Probabie.
2 A.O l.lmo gun empl&cement firing on W}io 10,950 rounds. ;ggofio Probable.

3

(g) RESULTS:

(FOR SHIP TARGETS DRAW DIAGRAM, TOP OR SIDE VIEW OR BOTH, AS APPROPRIATE, SHOWING TYPE AND LOCATION OF HITS.: FOR ALL TARGETS

GIVE LOCATION AND EFFECT OF HITS, WITH DIAGRAMS OR CHARTS WHERE DESIRABLE. DESCRIBE TARGETS FULLY IN (a), AND IN REPORTING DAMAGE OR
DESTRUCTION, IDENTIFY BY NUMBERS AT LEFT. USE ADDITIONAL SHEETS IF NECESSARY).

(1) Beaches on the north shore of Bititu, where larines were landing fram barges, were

covered with a heavy pall of smoke from previous bombardments,
impossible to observe effect of straffing.

and no anti-aircraft fire was noticed here,

It was therefore
No enemy personnel were actually seen,

(2) Gun, which was the inmediate objective of this straffing action, was silenced after
three passes, the gun crew either killed or wounded or forced to abandon their fire.
Some anti-aircraft fire was observed, but not much, and it was diminishing,
fires were observed in small buildings visible through the trees.
had been one of the most heavily fortified on the island, comntaining both coast
defense and automatic guns, gave our forces no further trouble during their landings,

(h) Were Photographs Taken ?

ALLSET — MFD BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO.. PATENTED

Photographs of Damage, When Taken, Should Be Attached.

Several

This area, which



